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Ideas associated with geopolitics have circulated in China for much of the 

twentieth century, entwined with a broader discourse on science and 

modernity. In this talk, Dr. Shellen Xiao Wu, author of Empires of Coal 

(Stanford, 2015), examines one facet of the historical roots of geopolitical 

discourse in China by connecting it to the global circulation of ideas on 

agricultural development, land settlement, and frontiers. 
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