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Reading the Bible: Jewish and Christian 
Interpretations of the First Verse of Genesis

Seminar für Judaistik

Two experts on the history of the 

bible discuss some of the start-

lingly different ways in which the 

opening chapter of Genesis has 

been understood, as well as the 

sometimes contradictory uses to 

which its verses have been put 

by ancients vs. moderns, Jews vs. 

Christians, and historians vs. literary 

scholars.
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