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Preface

This volume passed through several stages of debate over several years, and
the list of institutions and individuals to whom the editors owe thanks is
correspondingly long. First versions of the ideas presented here were discussed
in the course of two workshops held in Bologna and Frankfurt am Main
sponsored by the German Research Foundation-funded Cluster of Excellence
“The Formation of Normative Orders” (EXC 243), and generously supported
by the Bologna Center of Johns Hopkins University’s Paul H. Nitze School
of Advanced International Studies as well as the Max Planck Institute for
European Legal History. Both proved to be splendid hosts. During these
events, we have profited immensely from the contributions and criticism by
Kinji Akashi, Raymond Cohen, Costas Constantinou, Erik Jones, Friederike
Kuntz, Jürgen Osterhammel, Theresa Schwager, Ursula Stark Urrestarazu,
Heinhard Steiger, Hillard von Thiessen, and Johannes P. Weber. Two
anonymous reviewers from Oxford University Press provided important
suggestions not just for individual papers, but also regarding the organization
of the volume as a whole. Carina Berg, Paul Hahnenkamp, and Julia Wirth
carefully edited intermediate and final versions of the manuscript. Julia Wirth
also compiled the index. Dominic Byatt encouraged us to proceed with the
project from an early stage onwards, and Sarah Parker and Olivia Wells dealt
with the problems that arose from having three editors in two locations with
admirable patience and good humor. We are also very grateful to Vaishnavi
Ananthasubramanyam for a speedy production process, to Dan Harding for
sensitive copy-editing, and to Joy Mellor for precise proofreading. Needless to
say, the editors are fully responsible for any errors and omissions that remain.
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