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ESSAGE FROM T

Dear reader,

We could, in fact, have known better: In 2012, the
Federal Office of Civil Protection and Disaster Assis-
tance presented a risk analysis on pandemics of the
coronavirus type to the Bundestag. One which —from
today’s perspective — predicted later events. Although
the course of events was described there in a much

- more drastic way, that is, as a “worst-case scenario”,

} being vigilant and taking precautionary measures

would have been a wise move.

Epidemiologists worldwide were issuing
warnings long before the coronavirus pandemic
that is now endangering the whole of humanity and
has caught us all off guard. And even in December
2019, when the first news about a virus that mostly
affects the respiratory system started trickling in
from China, it all seemed a long way away and like
something that did not concern us. Then came the
first lockdown in March 2020, accompanied by social
distancing, masks and hygiene concepts. Culture
ground to a permanent halt and pubs closed indefi-
nitely, office work and school in front of the monitor
at home became the norm, and we were obliged to
cancel our business trips and holidays.

Looking back, we might rub our eyes in disbelief:
The coronavirus has changed lots of things. Which
of them will stay that way? What will require our
attention in future? These are the questions we are
addressing in this issue of Forschung Frankfurt, which
is concerned not so much with incidence rates and
R numbers, PCR tests, self-isolation and vaccination
centres. The articles collated here are primarily
intended to let us glance beyond the present from a
social science and humanities perspective, especially
by looking at past crises and pandemics.

In his article on the impact of the 2008/09 financial
crisis, sociologist Markus Gangl reveals that politics
was indeed quite capable of learning: Through joint
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action, it was possible to keep unemployment down
during the coronavirus pandemic — although the eco-
nomic effects will be far more devastating than they
were during the financial crisis.

An article by lwo Amelung shows how the
Manchu rulers in 17th-century China were able to
consolidate their power by getting the dreaded small-
pox under control. In the current pandemic too, China
is acting consistently, as is only possible in authori-
tarian systems where civil liberties are obliged to take
a back seat. The success in combatting the pandemic
has boosted Beijing’s self-confidence enormously. In
an interview, political scientist Heike Holbig explains
how. But we are also taking a look closer to home:
How will the pandemic affect learning in our schools?

How have the coronavirus restrictions affected
the way we deal with death and mourning? And how
can the health system be better prepared for future
crises? When we decided back in the autumn of
2020 to devote an issue of Forschung Frankfurt to the
pandemic, we by all means had our reservations:
Perhaps this would all be water under the bridge by
the summer of 20217 In the meantime, the third wave
of the coronavirus pandemic is behind us, and we
are hoping that a fourth wave triggered by danger-
ous mutations is not just around the corner.

One way or another, the topic of pandemics will
continue to occupy us for a long time to come —in
particular because we want to be better equipped
for the next one. Science can make an indispensable /,
contribution in this context, as many encouraging
examples of outstanding research work at Goethe N

University show. A .

o \Y

i:\ -5

We wish you insightful reading! ™ - ] "
Anke Sauter and Markus Bernards L :::.5_\_'
Forschung Frankfurt Editorial Team ‘“n__:f



CONTENT

CHINA'S
CORONAVIRUS POLICY

Starting from a market in Wuhan, the
virus has spread throughout the world.
Yet how have the Chinese managed

to get the situation under control?
Interview with Heike Holbig, China
expert and professor of political
science.

REASONS OF STATE
IN THE PANDEMIC

5 Chinese Perspectives
Interview with political scientist
Heike Holbig about China's politics
in relation to the pandemic
by Anke Sauter

10 Risks from the laboratory?
On the nexus of biosafety, biosecurity
and pandemic preparedness
by Una Jakob

16 Who will defeat the Black Death?
The legal profession and
the rise of public disease control
in the early modern period
by David von Mayenburg

' KEEP YO}IR"D&TANCE!

22

29

33

“Mongols who are not
vaccinated are not permitted
to enter the capital.”
Successful smallpox prevention
and inoculation in China in

the 17th and 18th centuries

by lwo Amelung

LIFE IN THE PANDEMIC

Behind a mask, at a distance
orin digital space

Where can people meet up in times
of the pandemic and how can lively
get-togethers take place?

by Dirk Frank

The family system:

little room for manoeuvre
Sabine Andresen on the particular
burdens on families during the
pandemic

by Anke Sauter

- WATCHING FILMS
THROUGH COVID-
TINTED SPECTACLE

36

4

46

51

The heart after COVID-19

Not all long-term damage disappears
without treatment
by Anne Hardy

A conspicuous absence
of crowds

Escape or confrontation?

How the pandemic has influenced
the way we watch movies
by Isadora Campregher Paiva

Plague and excess

A deadly plague in ancient Athens left
its mark on Europe’s cultural memory
by Hartmut Leppin

CORONAVIRUS AS
MAGNIFIER

Lockdown of democracy

The pandemic further afflicts
an already weakened patient
by Stephan Lessenich



& 5

WHEN THE MOURNING
NEVER ENDS

Prolonged grief disorder has only

e —

THE CRISIS AS T
AN OPPORTUNITY

Thanks to huge aid packages,

s

THE BED FORECAST

University hospitals have joined

parts of the economy appear to have
come through the crisis unscathed.
Economists now see an opportunity

forces during the crisis. One of their
projects: forecasting how many
intensive care beds will be needed

recently been recognised as a
diagnosis. It could be that the corona-
virus will encourage this mental illness:

When people cannot say goodbye
to their loved ones, it makes their
suffering especially great.

54

Theillusion of endless awakening

Socio-psychological aspects of crisis
management or lessons that could

for overdue reforms.

EMERGING STRONGER
FROM THE CRISIS

in the next two weeks. The system
should also help in flu epidemics.

88 “Neither the devil’s work

nor ea promise of salvation”
Experience with digital learning

be learned from the pandemic 67 The crisis as an opportunity in distance teaching will change
by Vera King Economic policy mistakes and school education
new scope for action by Katja Irle
58 Dying without saying “Goodbye” by Stefan Terliesner
During the pandemic, social 93 News
distancing applies for the sick 72 Learning from crises
and dying too Data from the 2008 financial crisis %  Legal notice/lllustration credits
by Anke Sauter shed light on the potential )
consequences of the pandemic 97 The nextissue
61 Believing the good is possible by Markus Gang|
Philosopher Claudia Bloser is
studying the nature, norms and 78 “We need to rethink the system”
functions of hope Lessons from the SARS-CoV-2
by Pia Barth pandemic for the future of healthcare
by Anja Storiko
65 Why we cannot return
to “normality” 84 The Bed Forecast

The anthology “Jenseits von Corona”
(“Beyond the Coronavirus”) looks

at the social consequences of the
pandemic

by Ulrike Jaspers

Data models calculate intensive
care bed requirements for the next
two weeks

by Andreas Lorenz-Meyer





